ELDERS ARE LEADING. 
Geo. G. Cameron 


“PRAYER AS MUSCLE”. . 
J. Calvin Reid 
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SCIENCE AND THE 
SOCIAL CLIMATE 


Once upon a time Christians believed that this earth was flat 
and immovable; the Bible, literally understood, teaches this. Chris- 
tians also believed that the sum of all the changes which the en- 
tire universe underwent, between nothing-at-all and the forms 
we now see, took not over six 24-hour days. They believed fur- 
thermore that if women took any part in the church it must be 
a listening part only. They believed all these things because “The 
Bible says so.” The Bible still says so as plainly as it ever did, but 
the mainline churches of today are modernist on these points. 
That is, they take it for granted that the earth is a flying globe, 
that the earth required millions of years to reach its present form, 
and that women should have free opportunities for leadership in 
the church. These ideas were suggested first not by the Bible, but 
by science and the social climate in which we now live. The 
churches that have not come to this much “modernism” are pre- 
cisely those that are most cut off from the modern culture.— 
KENNETH J. FoREMAN in The Church Faces the Isms, Arnold B. 
Rhodes, Editor. Just published by Abingdon Press, Nashville, 
Tenn. (See also page 8.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Choice: Session or White Citizens Council? 





Memorable Sayings 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Memorable Sayings of 1957: 

Time: July 23, 1957 

Place: Oakland Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Rock Hill, S.C. 

Occasion: Meeting of Synod of S.C., 
Presbyterian Church U.S. 

Speaker: Ruling Elder member of Syn- 
od of S.C. 

“I am a member of the Citizens Coun- 
cil. I am proud to be a member of the 
Citizens Council. If my session and my 
Citizens Council schedule a meeting for 
the same time, I attend the meeting of the 
Citizens Council because I consider it 
more important than the meeting of my 
session.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Rev. I. Was TuHere, Th.M. 


P.S. Headlines in S.C. papers next day: 
White citizens broke into the house of 
Negro, Claude Cruell, near Fountain Inn, 
bound him with chains, clubbed him, 
flogged him, terrorized his wife and chil- 
dren, kidnapped her. The Cruells offense: 
they own 100-acre farm and in an emer- 
gency sheltered the children of Sherwood 
Turner, white, while he took his wife to 
the hospital with an emergency kidney 
condition. Claude Cruell is a deacon in 
the Mount Airy Baptist Church. 


Ministers’ Utilities 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Recently (Dec. 16) you reported that 
“ministers who receive living quarters 
rent-free, but pay for their utilities, can 
deduct the cost of these utilities for in- 
come tax purpose if a part of their salary 
is set aside as a ‘housing allowance.’ Re- 
troactive to January 1955, such deductions 
from gross income for tax purposes may 
be made to the extent actually used to 
pay tility bills.” ... 

Please give us more complete informa- 
tion—‘Set aside” by whom? and under 
what conditions made “retroactive to 
January 1955”? 

ATHOL D, CLoup. 
Oxford, Miss. 


NOTE—(1) The salary-paying body must 
authorize the action (i.e., for a pastor, the 
congregation), making the utility allow- 
ance separately identifiable on its books; 
(2) action had to be taken before Jan. 
1, 1958 to make it retroactive to 1955 
(the usual 3-year period). Now it may be 
made retroactive to January 1956.—Eds. 

... Our income tax consultants here do 
not know about this... . We want to 
know what ruling to cite. 

Wm. C. CUMMING. 
Texarkana, Texas. 


NOTE—Internal Revenue Bulletin of 
July 1, 1957 (#1957-26) gave this expand- 
ed interpretation of Internal Revenue 
Code #107.—Eds. 


Which Position? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In your Dec. 2 issue (page 5) you con- 
clude the report on Church Extension 
Board actions (Presbyterian, U. S.) by 


saying, “‘Fred Ohl will be acting secretary 
until a new division secretary has been 
named.” 

It is not clear to me to which “division” 
reference is made. Which position must 
be filled by a new secretary?... 


READER. 


NOTE—The Division of Radio and Tel- 
evision which was headed by the late 
John M. Alexander.—Eds. 


Atlanta Statement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I want to express My own personal ap- 
preciation of the Manifesto written and 
signed by some of our ministers of At- 
lanta, Ga. It is a great document for 
these times. I would like to sign it myself. 


Jacorn S. MacKoreEtt, Jr. 
Charleston, W. Va. 


For Accuracy’s Sake 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Perhaps Thanksgiving Season and ap 
proach of Christmas make some of your 
contributors too busy to pay much atten- 
tion to figures, and editors too busy to put 
in footnotes showing corrections. Your 
issue of Dec. 2 has on p. 2 a letter stating 
that our churches in 1956 “added a total 
of 3,875 members, out of a membership of 
701,854.” My Assembly’s Minutes show 
that 28,278 members were received on 
profession of faith, bringing total mem- 
bership to 829,675. Quite some differences. 
Now your Dec. 9 issue on p. 9 mentions 
our total number of churches as 5,000, 
of which 4,700 are not providing insurance 
for their lay workers. Assembly’s Min- 
utes show total number of churches as 
3,875. Vhe criticisms these writers were 
making are in order, but their figures are 
not correct. Perhaps the OUTLOOK will 
soon have some corrections published. 

But I find your paper regularly very 
interesting reading... . 


Cuas. S. RAMSAY. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Getting Pastors 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


During a discussion of limited term 
pastorates at our Session meeting, men- 
tion was made of the activities of Mr. 
(R. Graham) White, who serves the 
(U.S.) Assembly’s Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work. 

It was stated that probably a consid- 
erable number of ministers are not ac- 
quainted with the work of Mr. White, 
and that certainly many laymen are to 
tally unaware of his activities in helping 
ministers get re-located and in helping 
churches find ministers. 

It occurs to me that possibly THe OuT 
LooK could spread the word of this work 
and thus help more churches and more 
ministers. ... 

LAYMAN, 


NOTE—When a church loses its pastor 
the presbytery’s representatives meet 
with the Session and outline what is to 
be done, providing official pamphlets out- 
lining the steps. Such a meeting is man- 


datory. The Assembly maintains a cen- 


tral office to provide data on all ministers 
and the Presbyterian Churches, U. §, 
and USA exchange this information. The 
U. S. Assembly’s office is at 341-A Ponce 
de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 

The USA Assembly’s Department of 
Ministerial Relations, Howard L. Hamil- 
ton, secretary, is at 4294 N. High St., 
Columbus 14, Ohio.—Eds. 


Call for Mr. Foster 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your issue of Jan. 6 (p. 7) tells about 
a Mr. Claude Foster, a philanthropist of 
Cleveland who is going to give 500 electric 
organs to country churches in Ohio. My 
church would like very much to have 
an organ. Could you give me Mr. Foster’s 
complete address .. .? 

OuHI0 PAsTor. 


NOTE—We have this Cleveland ad- 
dress: 2425 Euclid Ave.—Eds. 


FILE 37 





The Church’s History 


Q. In your “Church of Scotland” 
series, is there a book on the early history 
of the Christian Church—continuing 
after the Book of Acts?—Pastor. 

A. Yes indeed, The Story of the 
Church by J. Aulay Steele and A. J. 
Campbell. This $1 book carries the 
story right on through the “Dark Ages,” 
the Middle Ages and the Reformation to 
the 19th Century The complete list of 
Church of Scotland and Church of Eng- 
land books available here may be had 
upon request. There are many that are 
excellent for use in special classes in 
churches, camps and conferences. 


Scotland Exchange 

Q. I am interested in a possible sum- 
mer exchange with a minister of the 
Church of Scotland. Can you tell me 
where to write?—North Carolina. 

A. The Outlook has arranged for 
such a list of names of American min- 
isters together with their addresses and 
pertinent information to be published in 
Manse Mail (121 George St., Edinburgh 
2, Scotland) which goes to every min- 
ister of the church. Such information 
should be sent at once. 


Children’s Fund 

Q. Will you please tell me something 
about the Christian Children’s Fund 
which solicits funds for overseas work? 
—lowa. 

A. This widely-publicized activity 
has some strong supporters. However, it 
is not endorsed by accrediting agencies 
in the social work field and it is not 
allowed to operate in some states (e.g., 
North Carolina), according to our in- 
formation. Each denomination has a re- 
liable agency at work overseas and funds 
can always be contributed through such 
denominational channels to help relieve 
the suffering of the masses. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
Telephone Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5554. 15¢ a copy. $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 








FivE CHINESE PROTESTANT leaders 
were recently denounced in a Peiping 
meeting for their opposition to the Com- 
munist government plans for setting up 
state-sponsored “independent” churches. 
Newspaper reports said the five critics 
had been “silenced” but did not specify 
what that meant. . . . SOUTHERN Bap- 
tists in New York have organized their 
first church there—the Manhattan Bap- 
tist Church, which had a nucleus of 100 
charter members meeting since last May 
ina YMCA branch. They said they came 
not as invaders, but as allies with all who 
are promoting the work of Christ, in 
view of the fact that more than half of 
the people in the Greater New York area 
are not identified with any church... . 
A GIFT OF ALMOST a million dollars has 
been made to Bethany College (W. Va.) 
for a library by E. D. Phillips, Butler, 
Pa., (Phillips Oil and Gas Co.). Bethany 
is a Disciples of Christ college. 
WIDESPREAD DISCUSSION has been pro- 
voked by the disciplinary action taken 
against two pastors of the Evangelical 
Church of Berlin and Brandenburg who 
fled from their parishes in East Germany 
to escape arrest by Soviet zone authorities 
(for denouncing Communist youth dedi- 
cation ceremonies). Church authorities 
said they left their posts without the pre- 
vious consent of their superiors, although 
they are bound by ordination vow to re- 
main with their parishes. . . . A 13- 
WEEK CHURCH ATTENDANCE crusade has 
been launched by Protestant churches 
throughout the metropolitan area by the 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York. .. . Lack or Funps and problems 
of constitutionality have ended the 11- 
year-old weekday released-time Religious 
Education program of the Tacoma, Wash., 
Council of Churches. . . . TEN ROBED 
MEMBERS of the Ku Klux Klan appeared 
at a Greensboro, N. C., Baptist Church 
recently when a Nigerian minister, in- 
vited by the church’s missionary to 
Africa, occupied the pulpit. The KKKs 
stood around outside the church until 
they were dispersed by the police. Later, 
police detectives in an unmarked car 
escorted the missionary and Nigerian 
minister out of town... . £ An Attorney 
General’s ban on Religious Emphasis 
Week at the University of Washington 
has stimulated widespread concern and 
uncertainty about religious exercises at 
state institutions. 


IMC Approves WCC Merger 
At Ghana Meeting, 58-7 


ACHIMOTO, GHANA (RNS)—Merger of 
the International Missionary Council 
with the World Council of Churches was 
overwhelmingly approved in principle at 
the conclusion of the IMC assembly here. 

The IMC was organized in 1921 and 
comprises 38 national missionary organ- 
izations and Christian councils. Since 
the creation of the World Council in 
1948, the two organizations have had a 
more or less common constituency and 
have jointly sponsored such activities as 
those of the East Asia Secretariate and 
the Commission of the Churches on In- 
ternational Affairs. However, their for- 
mal integration is being urged on the 
principle that “the unity of the church 
and the mission of the church can no 
longer be separated.” 

The vote approving integration was 58 
to 7. The opposing ballots were cast by 
delegates of the Christian councils of 
Norway, Sweden, the Belgian Congo and 
Belgium, and by individual members of 
councils in Germany, Canada and Great 
Britain. Three newly admitted member 
councils—those of Ghana, Hong Kong 
and Northern Rhodesia—did not vote. 

The Assembly meanwhile requested 
that the World Council of Churches post- 
pone until 1961 its third General Assem- 


HAS 


IMC IN GHANA—At a garden party during the IMC Assembly these leaders were pic- 


bly originally scheduled for Ceylon in 
1960 so that the churches might have 
time to study the integration plan. 

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, World Council 
general secretary, had previously an- 
nounced that he and Franklin Clark 
Fry of New York, chairman of the World 
Council’s Central and Executive Com- 
mittees, were prepared to recommend the 
adjournment of the Ceylon sessions if 
the IMC so desired. 

The proposed plan to merge the IMC 
and the WCC was unanimously “re- 
ceived” by the WCC Central Committee 
at New Haven, Conn., last August, and 
commended to the Council’s member 
bodies for “study and prayerful consid- 
eration.” 

In answer to fears expressed by op- 
ponents that integration would alter the 
“essential” basis of membership in a 
council of churches and “involve member 
churches in responsibility for missionary 
and proselytising activities . . . and the 


scandal of evangelistic activities compe- 
tition,’ the committee called for a “‘dis- 
tinction” between “missionary obligation 
to bring the gospel to the whole world” 
and proselytism. 

The integration plan was presented to 
the Assembly at the opening session by 





7 


tured (| to r): Christian G. Baeta, chairman of the Christian Council of Ghana and vice- 

chairman of the IMC, a visiting lecturer at Union Seminary, N.Y., next year; Honcrary 

IMC Chairman John A. Mackay, Princeton Seminary; Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah of 

Ghana who welcomed the IMC as ‘’Fellow-Christians’’; Zaccheus R. Mahabane, president 

of the African Ministers Federation of South Africa; Peter K. Dagadu, secretary, Christian 
Council of Ghana. 








John A. Mackay, president of Princeton 
(N.J.) Theological Seminary, former 
chairman of the IMC who has now been 
made honorary chairman. He said it 
originated in “fa recovered sense of the 
church and the growth of common inter- 
ests and fields of activity.” 

Henry P. Van Dusen, president of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
who was chairman of the WCC-IMC 
joint committee which prepared the plan, 
told the delegates it meant the formal 
linking of two organizations which have 
grown together in the past ten years. 


WCC Commission 

The integration plan would involve 
setting up a Commission of World Mis- 
sion and Evangelism inside the World 
Council of Churches with which the ex- 
isting member councils of the IMC would 
be affiliated. The Commission in turn 
would supervise the activities of a new 


World Council Division of World Mis- 
sion and Evangelism. 

Dr. Fry, speaking for the World Coun- 
cil, said the penalties for postponing in- 
tegration would be “continued separation 
of things that belong together, the over- 
lapping of responsibilities leading even- 
tually to tensions between the two Coun- 
cils, a waste of the energies of responsible 
church leaders, and a growing impa- 
tience.” 

One of the sharpest attacks on the in- 
tegration plan made during lengthy de- 
bate came from Canon M. A. C. Warren, 
general secretary of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, London, England. 

He said he felt it was an error “in 
tactics to present in print and at the first 
session only one side of the theological 
argument” provoked by the plan. He 
said that in his opinion “mission and 
unity do not require administrative 
unity.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Robert P. 
Davis, Presbyterian, U. S., Director of Camps 
and Conferences for the Board of Christian 
Education; and Wade H. Boggs, Jr., Assem- 
bly’s Training School faculty. 


WHEN—A RESURRECTION? 


If we are supposed at death to go 
either to heaven or hell, when then is 
there such a thing as a resurrection? 


Davis: We have to depend on the 
Scriptures, and on the Scriptures purely 
and simply, for our answers here. We 
know that at death the soul and body 
are separated. The Scriptures teach us 
that at death the soul enters the presence 
of Christ. We also know that the spirit 
of the departed believers are with God 
and it teaches us that believers at death 
enter into Paradise. For instance, Jesus 
said to the man on the cross, “This day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” And 
yet when we study the Scriptures we find 
references to the second coming of Christ, 
and often we wonder about the soul. 
Some have tried to provide a purgatory 
where it is at rest, but then we know 
that when we come to the second coming 
of Christ there is the reunion of the soul 
and the resurrected body. Now in the 
meantime the soul has no body. We might 
here get into the question of what kind 
of a body is resurrected, but really the 
main point of the resurrection, according 
to our Scriptural teaching, is that this is 
the time when the soul separated from its 
physical body is reunited to its spiritual 
body, which it shall retain through eter- 
nity. 

Boccs: I thing there would be some 
disagreement among theologians as to the 
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time of the second coming or the final 
coming of Christ, as we sometimes refer 
to it, and that the way in which we 
interpret that doctrine would then de- 
termine our answer to the question as to 
whether there was a period of disembodi- 
ment between death and the resurrection 
of the body. In other words, there are 
some theologians who would deny a 
period of time in which the body and 
soul were disembodied. These would un- 
derstand the resurrection of the body to 
take place immediately after death. I 
think some people hold a t>o-phvsical 
conception of the resurrection of the 
body. It seems to me that Paul in 1 
Corinthian’s chapter 15, sets forth teach- 
ing which was very different from the 
usual Pharisaic doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the body. The Pharisees thought, 
of course, that the resurrection body 
would be physical because they were 
looking forward to a physical tvpe of 
kingdom for Israel on earth, but Paul 
thought that the old body would decay 
and disintegrate even as a grain of corn 
when put in the ground disintegrates. 
Therefore, at death we are through with 
the old physical body, we have no more 
use for it, and what will be raised will 
presumably be a new spiritual body 
which, while it is connected with the old 
one, nevertheless is a new tvpe of body 
to fit us for our new kind of existence. 

Davis: Science teaches us that the 
body that is buried is disintegrated and 
that it enters into other living things 
because of the chemicals of the body and 
we couldn’t expect to get that one body 
back. Even Christ’s resurrected body, 
though the physical body was gone from 
the grave, had a different quality. Man 
is not always recognized by his physical 
being; he is also recognized many times 
by his personality. 


Canon Warren said he would never- 
theless vote for the plan, although “with 
regrets.” He said the waste of manpower 
had gone too far, and failure to accept 
the plan would mean the resignation of 
officers of the IMC. 

Metropolitan James of Melita, a dele- 
gate of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Istanbul, said the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches belonging to the World Coun- 
cil would support the integration plan 
but only on condition that there is no 
change in the Council’s constitution. 

Other significant actions of the IMC 
include: 

Election of Bishop J. E. Lesslie New- 
bigin, head of the Madhurai-Ramnad 
diocese of the Church of South India, as 
chairman of the IMC. 

Charles W. Ranson, of New York, 
IMC General Secretary, will resign his 
present position July 1 in order to direct 
the new $4,000,000 fund for the advance- 
ment of theological education in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. James K. 
Matthews, Methodist Missions executive 
of New York, was nominated to replace 
Dr. Ranson. 

The IMC budget for 1958-61 was in- 
creased by 40% with the assessment of 
U. S. member councils being increased 
by 50%. 

A resolution urged member bodies to 
“impress upon their governments their 
responsibility to support the United Na- 
tions refugee program in the Middle 
East.’ The response to the need for fi- 
nancing the U. N. refugee program so far 
was called “tragically inadequate.” 

Officers of the IMC were authorized to 
participate in a World Council of 
Churches study of the problem of reli- 
gious liberty. 

A leading Burmese churchman warned 
the IMC Assembly that Christian mis- 
sionaries in Asia must adapt their pro- 
grams to meet both the “cultural renais- 
sance” and social revolution taking place 
in that area. U Kyaw Than, secretary 
for East Asia of both the World Council 
and the IMC, pointed to a new emphasis 
on the selfhood of the Asian nations. 

The assembly condemned racial seg- 
regation “because it is contrary to the 
gospel” and is “incompatible with the 
Christian doctrine of man and with the 
nature of the Church of Christ.” 

Refusal of exit permits to delegates 
from East Germany was called “denial 
of freedom of the church. . . . It is im- 
possible to recognize the church without 
acknowledging at the same time her re- 
sponsibility to fulfill her missionary ob- 
ligations across all frontiers.” 

It was announced that 60 of the 200 
delegates to the Achimoto meeting would 
take part in the All-Africa Church Con- 
ference in Ibadan, Nigeria, the following 
week. Under IMC sponsorship the con- 
ference theme is, ““The Christian Church 
and its Present Situation in Africa.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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SCOTLAND NEWSLETTER 


Elders Are Leading 


By GEORGE G. CAMERON 


HE traditional picture of the Scottish 

elder is an impressive one. Pos- 
sibly it is true of the elder of a bygone 
generation. He played his part in the 
life of the congregation and the affairs 
of the church’s courts with suitable dig- 
nitv, and performed his functions of rule 
and representation with a sense of the 
seriousness of his office. His visits to his 
members in his district were regarded 
as solemn occasions; he was expected to 
examine its younger members on their 
knowledge of the Shorter Catechism, and 
to be able to “put up a prayer” for the 
household. He had a grasp of “the fun- 
damentals” and could expound the mean- 
ing of terms like Justification, Sanctifi- 
cation and Redemption. His walk and 
conversation were such as _ befitted his 
office, and indeed the phrase ‘Elders’ 
hours” still survives to remind a later 
generation that those who held that high 
office were expected to show an example 
to the flock in the matter of home life 
and the avoidance of late hours. 


Younger Men 

The eldership today includes men 
much vounger in age than would have 
been considered proper then, and the 
church is probably all the better for that. 
The departure from the more aloof tradi- 
tion of propriety is also in some respects 
healthy, permitting a more natural re- 
lationship between elder and people. But 
there is no doubt that the elder of today 
is at a great disadvantage in comparison 
with his ancestors as the leader in things 
spiritual, and this at a period when the 
ordinary member more than ever requires 
sound lay guidance in facing the chal- 
lenge of his times. 

The church’s discussion of its contem- 
porary task. in the face of widespread 
indifference to the gospel and of highly 
articulate opposition to it by rationalistic 
and communistic critics, has led to a rec- 
ognition of the urgent need for a better- 
informed membership. This in turn re- 
quires elders who have a firm under- 
standing of their faith in the word of 
Ged, who can see it in terms of modern 
thought in relation to present-day issues 
in the world, and who are able to explain 
it convincingly to their fellow-laymen as 
well as to those who are indifferent or 
hostile to it. All of which spells Chris- 
tian Education. 

Perhaps. in Scotland, we have been 
too long content with the idea of Chris- 
tian education as being only for the 
voung. But a vear or two ago, realizing 


OUR SCOTLAND correspondent is minister 
of St. John’s church, Dundee. 
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the need for effective and informed lay 
leadership within the church today, the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land set up a Commission on Christian 
Adult Education. That commission has 
already done much effective work, most 
of it so far specially directed to the elder 
as the key man in lay leadership. 

The aim of the commission is fourfold: 

“To arouse interest among church mem- 
bers in the need for Christian Adult Edu- 
cation; to encourage church members to 
increase their knowledge of Christian 
teaching and its basis in the word of God 
contained in Holy Scriptures; to discover 
and use the best means of promoting in 
the church a movement of Christian Adult 
Education; and to study ways and means 
by which people outside the church may 
be shown the meaning and relevance of 
the Christian message.” 

In carrying out this aim the commis- 
sion has already arranged a number of 
courses of Christian education for office- 
bearers. This has usually been on the 
scale of a presbytery or local group of 
congregations. It begins with a_ short 
week-end conference for elders and office- 
bearers, at which the need for Christian 
Adult Education is outlined and interest 
is stimulated. Three topics are covered 
by suitable speakers—‘*The Challenge 
Confronting the World,” ‘“‘The Challenge 
to the Church,” and “The Challenge to 
the Elder’’—the last of which is always 
given by an elder. 

Three Types of Courses 

Where these courses have been ar- 
ranged there invariably has been a most 
encouraging response, up to 90 of the 


elders in the area concerned taking part. 
The eagerness with which they have join- 
ed in the discussions which follow the 
addresses indicate their sense of need for 
some such instruction, and usually they 
have spontaneously decided to follow up 
the initial week-end conference with a 
series of courses cf a definitely educa- 
tional kind lasting over a period of sev- 
eral weeks. Such courses are of three 
main types—courses in methods of Bible 
study, the study of Christian doctrine, 
and the examination of the relevance of 
Christian truth to the present situation 
of human society. 

In one large industrial town in the 
west of Scotland a six weeks’ course in 
methods of Bible study, accompanied by 
the actual discussion of particular ques- 
tions of Christian life and witness, based 
on the examination of specially selected 
passages of Scripture, was attended by 
over 600 elders, and at its conclusion the 
group immediately arranged for a further 
course of study on Christian doctrine. 


Hopeful Sign 

An enterprise of this kind may seem 
elementary, if not indeed very belated, to 
American readers. That it has been ini- 
tiated, and that it has been so widely 
appreciated by the eldership of the 
church, is at least a token that the church 
is awake to its task today and prepared 
to tackle it more effectively than hitherto. 
Together with the spontaneous appear- 
ance of Bible study groyps in many con- 
gregations, which is one of the features 
of the ‘‘Tell Scotland Movement,” it is 
a hopeful sign for the future. If this 
concern for a fuller knowledge of the 
Christian faith and ethic, and of their 
relevance to the problems of our time, 
spreads through the eldership into the 
general membership of the church, her 
witness in the non-Christian world will 
become much more effective and the im- 





influence in a community. 





In Many Communities 


The cooperation and union of churches and their operating agen- 
cies have been one of the major interests of my life. 
thousands of communities still have half a dozen or more churches 
where cone or two would suffice. 
unite, the result would be a congregation exerting a commanding 
Separately, they are small and poorly 
equipped, and so occupied with the struggle for existence that little 
or nothing is done except to maintain Sunday services for the few 
people who attend them. The denominational divisions originated 
in former centuries and other countries. Some arose to emphasize 
dectrines that were not then adequately represented by existing 
churches; others were due to controversies of various kinds. The rea- 
sons for those separations Fave long since ceased to exist. The es- 
sential truths of evangelical Christianity are now held by all the 
major denominations. The chief differences today do not run per- 
pendicularly between denominaticns, but horizontally through them. 
—ARTHUR JuDSON Brown in Memoirs of a Centenarian, just pub- 
lished by World Horizons, Inc; New York. 


. Today 


If several such churches would 














pact of her ministry on the life of the 
nation will be greatly strengthened. 
Meanwhile, sharing this supplemen- 
tary Christian teaching in fellowship 
with their brethren from other congrega- 


ticns, elders, find their sense of the fel- 
lowship of the whole church being deep- 
ened and gain a clear vision of what can 
be done when the church thinks and acts 
corporately. 


“Prayer As Muscle’ 


By JOHN CALVIN REID 


“More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of.” 


Yet how few of us have progressed be- 
yond the kindergarten stage! 

You are no doubt familiar with the 
story of Babe Didrikson Zaharias’ gal- 
lant but losing fight against cancer. She 
was perhaps the greatest woman athlete 
of all time, but the dread disease cut her 
down at the age of forty-two. 

One comes to realize, in reading her 
autobiography, that she never learned to 
pray until she found herself on her back 
in the hospital. This is what she says: 
“T have never been what you’d call a 
real church-going Christian, but I’ve al- 
ways said my prayers that I learned when 
I was a little kid, and I still say the 
same prayers today.” 


An Amateur 

Spoken like a champion? Spoken 
more like a novice, like an amateur! As 
she grew older and stronger physically, 
did she still play basketball, or drive a 
golf ball, or go over hurdles or put the 
shot as she did when she was “a little 
kid”? Of course not. She had moved on 
up successfully to higher stages of 
achievement and perfection as an athlete. 
But at the age of 42 still saying the same 
prayers she had learned as a child! 

There’s something rather pathetic about 
that, is there not? I know there is lasting 
value in some of the prayers we were 
taught in infancy. “Now I lay me down 
to sleep” may still be a good prayer to 
say before we close our eyes at night, but 
surely it should not be our only prayer. 
How important it is to move on up stage 
by stage in our understanding and ex- 
perience in the practice of prayer! And 
how fortunate if we can make such prog- 
ress before some crisis reveals just how 
inadequate our prayer life has been! 

But in the hospital, Babe did learn 
to pray in a new and much more mean- 
ingful way. She went to God now more 
than ever before, and because, as she 
put it, “When you get sick God is the 
One you go to, and he gives you the 
spiritual muscle that you need. As hun- 
dreds of people wrote in promising their 
prayers in my behalf, suddenly I looked 
upon prayer as muscles and I realized 
that the strongest people in the world 
must be those who pray for themselves 
and for one another.” 


DR. REID is minister of the Mt, Lebanon 
Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Here truly is an advanced conception 
of prayer! And one from which every 
one of us can profit! By prayer we may 
get the spiritual muscle we need to meet 
the trials and temptations along life’s 
way, as well as to carry our burdens and 
the burdens of others, and to climb the 
hills! 

Isaiah would have liked this thought 
of prayer, for did he not once say: 

“They who wait for the Lord 

Shall renew their strength, 

They shall mount up with wings like 

eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 


They shall walk and not faint’? (Isaiah 
40:31) 


And Paul would have liked it, for 
once in answer to his thrice-repeated 
prayer that God would remove from his 
flesh “the thorn” that was troubling him, 
God said: “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9) 

Yes, what a magnificently mature, and 
at the same time what a practical idea 
of prayer! But let us not wait for a 
hospital bed to begin using it! 

“Lord, what a change within us one short 


hour 

Spent in Thy presence will avail to 
make! 

What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take! 


What parched grounds refresh as with 

a shower!... 
* 7 ok 

Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 

Or others—that we are not always 
strong— 

That we are sometimes overborne with 
care— 

That we should ever weak or heartless 
be, 

Anxious or troubled—when with us is 
prayer, 

And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee?” (Trench) 


(Opened by mistake. Please forward to Paul, somewhere in Spain.) 


An Epistle of Forgotten First Love 


Ephesus, Greece 
Anno Domini 65 
DEAR PAUL: 

Ours is a church of sizable member- 
ship in the city of Ephesus, which has a 
growing population; and we are looking 
for a pastor. We own a manse and furnish 
it with a second-hand kitchen range and 
a hot water heater the recently disorgan- 
ized church at Athens sent to us, after 
your visit to Mars Hill. We have not yet 
taken membership in the Annuity or Hos- 
pitalization Plan. 

Your name is up for consideration along 
with five names of ministers that have 
been given to us by successful business 
men of other prosperous communities 
among the well-to-do. 

We want you to know that we would 
welcome your coming to supply for us on 
Easter Sunday when we have our largest 
crowd. Ours is an influential church in 
the presbytery and therefore are doing 
our own investigating of your personal 
and pastoral traits and do not get tangled 
up with the red tape of the Commission 
on the Minister and His Work as small 
churches have to do. 

We were told in Corinth that you once 
persecuted the church, insisted on your 
right to a reasonable salary. It was also 
reported that you defended your apostolic 
authority successfully. However, these 
matters are irrevelent, for the kind of 
pastor and preacher we want is one who 
will preach to us on subects unrelated to 
our way of living, avoiding all contro- 
versial issues, and reminding us that we 
are the best people in town, which, as a 
matter eof fact, we are. We believe in 
quality and not quantity. 

We expect our pastor to live within his 
income no matter what we pay him; to 
pay his own travel expenses, and to own 


his own car, in addition to furnishing 
his office with a typewriter, file case, sta- 
tionery, and stamps. 

If you are interested please see De- 
metrius, the Silversmith, who is one of 
the prominent business men of our town. 
Although he is only a nominal Christian, 
and his business takes him away almost 
every Sunday, we have made him Chair- 
man of the Deacons as well as Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee for a new 
pastor. He is very influential, and we find 
him quite useful in quickly solving any 
unpleasant relationships we have with our 
present pastor. We will soon be rid of 
him, thanks to Demetrius, although he 
doesn’t know we are corresponding with 
you or that we are looking for another 
man to take his place, which we hope will 
not take long. 

I am writing this letter for Demetrius 
because he cannot take time from his im- 
portant business transactions to take care 
of these minor details of the church. 

Sincerely, 

TYRANNUS 

Clerk of Session, 

The Church at Ephesus. 


P. S. Iam a new Christian and am not 
familiar with the past history of the 
Church at Ephesus; but the Session gave 
me this responsibility, hoping that I 
might find a suitable pastor. You were 
recommended to us by Philemon of Colos- 
sae, a prosperous owner of slaves, who 
writes that he has heard from you and 
that you helped him reclaim one of his 
slaves who ran away. 





(NOTE—This letter was stimulated by 
the imagined letter in the Nov. 4 OUTLOOK. 
It was written by a minister; the Nov. 4 
letter, by a layman.—Eds.) 
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NOTE—Another minister submits this 
proposed reply. About the earlier (Nov. 4) 
letter, he says: ‘’While there is doubtless 
some truth in it, the inferences are based on 
an entirely wrong assumption. This writer 
has perverted the truth of Scripture in that 
Paul did not receive a letter, but a call from 
the Holy Spirit. Too often pulpit committees 
look upon these as one and the same, es- 
pecially in a church that pays a gocd salary.”’ 


Letter to Paul 


To the Apostle Paul, 
Troas. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

Some time ago your name was given to 
our church in Macedonia. We have been 
to hear you several times, and have been 
favorably impressed with your preaching. 
We were also impressed with the attend- 
ance at your services and the new build- 
ing you have. 

We have a very challenging opportunity 
here. We have a lovely manse, a rapidly 
growing church, and we feel that a man of 
your calibre and the prestige of your 
PhD from Jerusalem can make this a 
great church. You would be serving the 
best people in our town and would have 
a great opportunity of influencing the lead- 
ers of our city and state. 

There are a few questions we would like 
for you to answer as a guide to our fur- 
ther consideration of your name. 


Are you a good mixer? Are you fre- 
quently called on as an after-dinner speak- 
er; are you a good administrator; do you 
work with the young people, and do they 
like you; are you good about visiting the 
congregation; are your mid-week prayer 
services and Sunday evening service well 
attended; does your wife play the piano; 
does she get along well with the other 
ladies—and, oh yes, what is the color of 
your eyes? We couldn’t see from where 
we were sitting. 


The Meaning of Agape 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The most characteristic word of the 
New Testament is the Greek word agape, 
“love.” The noun agape, the verb aga- 
pao, and the adjective agapetos appear 
in the Greek New Testament 312 times, 
and were correctly translated “love” or 
“beloved” by Tyndale and all other six- 
teenth-century versions up to the Bishops’ 
Bible. In the second edition of the lat- 
ter it was translated as “charity” in 
thirty-two cases. and the King James 
Bible used “charity” in twenty-six of 
these. 

The distribution of the twenty-six 
cases is peculiar. None appears before 
1 Corinthians 8:1. Eleven of the twenty- 
six are in 1 Corinthians, and eight of 
these in chapter 13. No good reason 
can be given for the decision to use the 
word “charity” in these twenty-six cases. 

The second edition of the Bishops’ 
Bible and the King James Bible stand 
alone in this strange substitution of 
“charity” for love in less than 10 per 








There is one other question. It may be 
a little delicate, but do you believe in 
letting the Gentiles into the church? We 
understand that in some places they are 
doing that. Such a practice would be not 
at all in keeping with our traditions in 
Macedonia. 
Cautiously, 
AARON, Ch’m Pulpit Committee, 
Macedonia Presbyterian Church 








from 
the very beginning 


Life begins in the home. Until the child 
is two years old, the home is the whole 
of the young child’s world. Here all early 
learning and development take place. 
Parents need the guidance the church can 
provide. Messages to Parents of Children 
Under Two when used systematically 
together with home visitation can prove 
invaluable in helping parents. The interest 
the church thus expresses in the home 
binds it more closely to the church. Does 
the Christian Education ministry in your 


church begin with the very beginning? 


Our Presbyterian Literature provides education materials for a 
complete program of Christian Education. 


Write for brochure describing the literature planned, written, edited, 
and produced by and for our Church—“Our Presbyterian Literature.” 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION @ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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cent of the cases of the occurrence of 
agape and its correlative. The revised 
versions of 1881 and 1901 returned to 
the practice of the earlier sixteenth-cen- 
tury versions, and used “love” through- 
out; and they have been followed in this 
by all modern translations based upon 
the original Greek. 


By so doing, the modern translations 
give a surer undergirding to the basic 
Christian doctrine of God and man than 
does the King James Version. ‘The basie 
principle and ultimate motive of both 
the Christian gospel and the Christian 
ethic is love. God is love, and we love 
because he first loved us. In the trans- 
lation of the Greek word agape, we are 
dealing not with a mere exhortation to 
feeling and action, or even with a state- 
ment of human duty, but with the ulti- 
mate grounding of human duty and des- 
tiny in the very nature and eternal pur- 
pose of God. Whatever would tend to 
separate human love from divine love, or 
to weaken the essential connection be- 
tween the Christian ethic and the Chris- 
tian gospel, is wrong. Yet that is just 
what the King James Version does, in 
those twenty-six cases which it tears out 
of the total fabric of the New Testament 
teaching. 





TAPE 
DUPLICATING 
SERVICE 


Any 1200 ft. tape, one or 
two tracks, duplicated on latest 
Ampex Equipment for $5.00. 


Price includes a new reel of 
tape and return postage. 


Write for quotation on other 
size reels. Send Master Tape 
and Instructions to: 


W. A. YODER CO. 
714-16 North Cleveland Street 
Richmond 21, Virginia 
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Louisville Seminary Book 














The faculty of Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary has made an im- 
portant contribution through the just- 
published hook, The Church Faces the 
Isms.* A quotation from one of Dr. 
Foreman’s chapters appears on our cover 

This constructive project of the faculty 
is best described by a simple listing of 
the chapters together with the names of 
the professors writing them: 

Isms Predominantly Biblical: 
damentalism (Rudolph) ; 
(Rule), Dispensationalism 
lain), Perfectionism (Love). 

Isms both Biblical and Cultural: Ju- 
daism (Rhodes), Roman Catholicism 
(Foreman), Denominationalism and 
Ecumenism (Caldwell), the Healing 
Sects (Goodykoontz). 

Isms Predominantly Cultural: Totali- 
tarianism: Facism and Communism 
(Horner), Racism (Benfield), Natural- 
ism, Scientism, Modernism (Foreman), 
and Secularism (Hanna). 

Ihe book is certain to meet a widely- 
felt need, dealing as it does with many 
of the problems faced not only by pastors 
but also by individual churchmen. 


Fun- 
Adventism 
(Chamber- 


*Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 304 
pp., $4.50. 


Better Pay for Pastors 
“Ministers ought to have a union. 

They would gain more respect and it 

would provide some procedure for air- 

ing grievances. 

So spoke a labor official in Ohio re- 
cently, but let us hope such an idea is 
quickly forgotten. 

Not that many ministers, if not most, 
should not have more adequate salaries. 
Not that enough is being done to secure 
better salaries. Not at all. 

The reason is that few things can bring 
about a break-down of a minister’s in- 
fluence more quickly than for him to 
make financial demands for himself. 


8 


Now, this is not to suggest that nothing 
be done. Something needs to be done; 
it is long overdue. 

What can be done depends upon church 
polity—how the denomination is organ- 
ized. Congregational government makes 
it more difficult but in a connectional 
system like the Presbyterian there is a 
made-to-order provision. Every call to 
a minister must be acceptable to the pres- 
bytery, coming first through a special 
committee that studies its provisions. 
Where a salary is inadequate, the pres- 
bytery has no right to put its stamp of 
approval upon it. If a minister’s situa- 
tion becomes difficult later on, the pres- 
bytery should know about it (it should 
have annual studies of these things) and 
it should require a congregation to do 
what can be reasonably expected. Most 
presbyteries are entirely too timid about 
this, or they are indifferent. It is to be 
hoped that a reason for this is not that 
the leading members of a presbytery are 
usually the best-paid ministers and other 
men are reluctant to introduce the ques- 
tion. 

Something needs to be done, but, let 
us hope, not by ministers banding to- 
gether to demand their pay. 


Wilson Report 


From the Woodrow Wilson Founda- 
tion, 45 E. 65th St., New York 21, a 
report of the Foundation’s work for 1955- 
57, including the centennial year, is 
available free of charge. 

*K * a 
A CHURCH that merely preaches the 
gospel of real community without giving 
the world an example for which the world 
longs more than for anything else has 
no power of attraction —Em1L BRUNNER. 


Proparung for an 


When a Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly meets nowadays a great many behind- 
the-scenes preparations have to be made. 
In Pittsburgh, where United and USA 
Presbyterians will bring about the union 
of their two bodies next May 28, full 
scale plans are being developed. 

Major meetings will be in Syria 
Mosque, with some activities held in the 
Pitt Stadium. 

A decoration committee is at work at 
the Mosque. Decorating programs are 
underway also at Shadyside and Fast 
Libertv—two host churches. 

The Committee on Addresses to Secu- 
lar Organizations is communicating with 
130 service clubs to schedule addresses 
by ministers. (Commissioners are asked 
to indicate their interest in making such 
addresses.) These appearances must be 
within 35 minutes driving distance of 
the Mosque. In addition, it is customary 
for churches of many denominations to 
open their pulpits on Assembly Sunday 
to visiting Presbyterian ministers. 


GUEST EDITORS 
Oh, Vanity 


A friend had forwarded to us a letter 
that is as typical as it is pitiful. It dis- 
closes the cruel disillusionment of a 
woman whose aspirations to be an author 
have betrayed her into signing a contract 
to pay several hundred dollars to a pub- 
lishing house which will, when paid, 
print her book. 





There are all too many such publishers 
whose unlimited stock in trade is the 
nigh universal conviction that one’s 
words are pearls and can be converted to 
wealth and fame if they can only be 
made available between covers and in 
quantity. The “vanity” publishers have 
earned their unsolicited name by playing 
on this common delusion. 

Occasionally a “vanity” book is of 
some merit or value, although that is sel- 
dom discovered because discriminating 
readers cannot afford to spend the read- 
ing time on a 100 to 1 shot. The normal 
transaction merely results in enriching 
the publisher at the expense of the 
would-be author. And this, by the way, 
is no more than the “vanity” publisher 
anticipates. 

Thus is re-enacted the classic con 
game, the transaction between credulous 
ambition and accommodating cynicism. 
It is too much to hope perhaps that its 
incidence can be reduced. But it is al- 
ways well for undiscovered authors to 
remember these two things: (1) Pub- 
lishers do not ask payment for publishing 
works of real merit, and (2) the mere 
publication of a book is no assurance that 
anyone will buy a copy of it—The Ore- 
gonian 7 

The Train Reception Committee will 
provide information booths at all rail- 
road stations and at the airport. 

The Ushers Committee has announced 
that 50 students from Western and Pitt- 
Xenia Theological Seminaries have been 
selected to serve during business sessions 
at the Mosque. Additional ushers will be 
required for Pitt Stadium. 

The Printing Committee is planning 
for tickets, signs, stationery and so on, 
while the major printing demand will be 
for publication of the General Assembly 
Daily News along with the volume of 
committee reports. 

The Pre-Assembly and Popular Meet- 
ings Committee is meeting this month to 
make its plans. 

Meanwhile, the Committee of 40 of the 
United and USA Assemblies planning the 
merger will meet March 6 and 7 in New 
York and May 23 and 24 in Pittsburgh, 
developing plans for the official step to 
be taken. 
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Why Are Missionaries Hard-Headed? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Fight the good fight of the faith.” 
1 Timothy 6:12. 


HY are missionaries so hard- 
headed ? 

They have to be. 

Take them by and large, around the 
world, missionaries are a hardheaded lot. 
Once they get an idea set in their minds, 
they don’t turn loose easily. Call them 
firm or call them stubborn, that’s the way 
they are and that’s the way they have 
to be. One of the occupational hazards 
of missionary life is that in many places 
they have to live near, make decisions 
and policies and work with, other mis- 
sionaries just as hard-headed as they are. 
The abler they are, the more likely this 
is to be true. 

This is an asset for missionaries, fra- 
ternal workers or whatever they may be 
called. A “herald of the gospel” has 
something to say, and if he meekly obeved 
every time he was told, “Shut up!” the 
gospel would not be heralded. 

But the first reasons missionaries are 
hard-headed is that only such survive the 
long-continued attack on their determina- 
tion, made (believe it or not) by the 
church at home. 

What happens when a young man or 
young woman, especially when gifted 
with all the extra that makes a good mis- 
sionary, hears the Spirit’s call to serve 
Christ and his Kingdom outside the 
United States of America? If they hear 
it once, they hear it so often they get 
tired of it—words to this effect: 

“What on earth are you thinking of? 
Are there no heathen in America that 
you have to be off to the Congo or some 
other outlandish place? There are people 
we can well spare for such work, but we 
can’t spare you. Your talents are needed 
right here at home. Why waste yourself 
in the far places, why not make a real 
investment of yourself in your own coun- 
try and vour own people?” 


HIS SORT OF THING comes not 

from people outside the church, or 
when it does it can be understood and 
written off. It is when it comes from in- 
side the church that it becomes hard to 
meet. Only the hard-headed can stick 
to their purpose. When a young man’s 
family, his home church, the churches he 
visits during his seminary years, many 
of his professors, and even his presbytery, 
all join in the same chorus, ‘““We want 
vou here,” and offer him no real en- 
couragement to think that his decision 
to go elsewhere was right, it takes con- 
secrated stubborness to stick to his chosen 
course. If in the meantime he marries 
an anti-mission-minded girl, that tears 
it. But if he marries a girl who is as set 
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as he is, between them they can carry it 
through. 

But what a tragedy that the very people 
who should offer the most encouragement, 
those who should be fanning the flame of 
high purpose, are the chief pourers-on 
of cold water! This is not true of all 
congregations, we may be thankful to 
say. Churches can be divided into three 
classes on this point. Some are anti- 
missionary when it comes to the acid test 
of offering up their best young people, 
however many their mission study classes 
or however much they may allot to mis- 
sions in the budget. Other congregations 
are simply indifferent. If a young man 
or woman shows interest in missions, this 
tvpe of church loses interest in them. 
They are just never even given a chance 
to talk to young people or others in the 
church about their vision, they are sim- 
ply written off as oddities. Other con- 
gregations still, though this is sadly the 
smallest group, keep the missionary chal- 
lenge before their young people, encour- 
age volunteers, and instead of commiser- 
ating with them, congratulate them- 
selves on being privileged to send repre- 
sentatives to the dark and difficult places 
of the world. 


HE EARLY CHRISTIANS had 

some notable congregations of this 
now rare kind. The church at Antioch, 
after Paul and Barnabas had been work- 
ing among them for a year, must have 
been tempted to want to keep those lead- 
ers for themselves. Every argument used 
to discourage young missionaries-to-be 
might have been used on Paul and 
Barnabas. “You fit here so perfectly.” 
(Quite true.) “You will never be appre- 
ciated out vonder as you are here.” (This 


only seemed to be true. Paul’s friends 
became legion; but they included com- 
paratively few Antiocheans.) “This is 
a growing work, it’s going to suffer when 
you leave.”” (Maybe it did; but it did 
not die, and the church at large would 
have suffered more, had Paul and Barna- 
bas stayed at home.) ‘“You have a se- 
curity here that you'll never have out 
yonder.” (True enough; but if mission- 
aries had been soft enough to listen to 
that line, there would never have been 
any. We ourselves would still be howling 
savages, and Christianity would have 
died at birth, a forgotten little sect in a 
forgotten world.) ‘You are unusually 
gifted: why not stay here in this great 
metropolitan church where you can grow 
to your full stature, instead of drying 
up in the back of beyond?” (The fallacy 
here, of course, is supposing that a local 
American church somehow has uses for 
a leader’s talents which no missionary 
situation has. This is pure nonsense, as 
Paul and countless missionaries since his 
time have demonstrated. The truth of the 
matter usually is that in any missionary 
situation a Christian leader has all the 
opportunities for the use of his gifts, for 
personal growth, service and power under 
God, that most American congregations 
can give him, plus much more. The aver- 
age American congregation ought to offer 
as much; why they don’t is another 
story. ) 


HERE ARE blessed exceptions; that 
is to say, there are actually, even 
vmong Presbyterians, congregations that 
literally lay their hands on their most 
promising and able young people, and 
with prayer and thanksgiving send them 
out, and do not forget them but keep with 
them in loving interest all their days. 
But the real new day in missions will 
arrive when such blessed exceptions be- 
come the rule. 
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Church-State Weakening Is 
Seen in Jesuit Proposal 


When the presidents of 28 Jesuit col- 
leges and universities recently asked that 
the nation’s private institutions of learn- 
ing be included in any program of Fed- 
eral aid to education designed to increase 
the nation’s scientific talent, alert critics 
were quick to see in this move a further 
weakening of the traditional separation 
of church and state. 

The Jesuit presidents suggested that 
private institutions match 50-50, or on 
whatever other basis might be required, 
the contribution the Federal government 
makes. 

They cited the Federal school lunch 
program as providing a precedent for 
giving assistance directly to students 
without regard to the private control of 
the school attended. They said that suc- 


cess of the Federal aid to hospitals (Hill- 
Burton) act indicates grants can be made 
to church-related institutions without vio- 
lating church-state separation. 

The educators said that in asking for 
a fair share of Federal aid to private 
institutions, they were speaking only of 
the college and university level which 
they represent. Questions of policy con- 
cerning participation of Catholic high 
schools in any Federal aid program will 
be discussed at the meeting of the Na- 
tional Catholic Education Association in 
April, they told newsmen. 
POAU Comment 

Protestant and other leaders imme- 


diately denounced the suggestion. C. 
Stanley Lowell, associate director of 
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POAU (Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United for Separation of Church 
and State) declared: 

“For ten years we have been predict- 
ing this; now here it is... . The fact that 
nationwide hysteria over sputnik has 
been used to cloak the real aim of this 
maneuver will not deceive the American 
people. It is familiar practice to exploit 
crises to obtain public funds for private 
purposes. This is a call to arms for all 
who believe in our historic principle of 
church-state separation. ... 

“If Roman Catholic schools are to re- 
ceive grants for the testing and counsel- 
ing programs in the President’s proposal, 
for salaries of additional faculty members 
and for subsidies to existing faculty sal- 
aries—then the First Amendment will 
have been sidetracked and the laws of 
most of our states cavalierly overridden. 

“There is something of even greater 
concern to non-Catholics of this country. 
If tax funds were allocated to Roman 
Catholic schools, Protestants and others 
would find themselves in the impossible 
pos:tion of being required to pay toward 
the support of an educational system that 
teaches that their own religion is ‘coun- 
terfeit’ and ‘false’ and has no real right 
to exist. Their government would be sub- 
sidizing with their funds a clericalism 
that actually suppresses Protestant edu- 
cation in many lands.” 


C. Emanuel Carlson, executive direc- 
tor of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, rapped the Jesuit sugges- 
tion as also did officials for the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 


Turckto Direct 
JICU Foundation 


Charles J. Turck, retiring as president 
of Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn., 
will become executive director of the 
Japan International Christian Univer- 
sity Foundation, 44 E. 23rd St., New 
York, on July 1. 

Special emphasis will be placed upon 
the operation and extension of the JICU’s 
fund raising program. Among other 
duties Dr. Turck will lend advice in the 
field of education through the Founda- 
tion to the university in Japan. 

Trained in the law, Dr. Turck taught 
at Tulane, Vanderbilt and was dean of 
the University of Kentucky law school. 
From 1927 to 1936 he was president of 
Centre College in Kentucky. Then he 
became director of the Presbyterian, 
USA, Department of Social Education 
and Action. Since 1939 he has been 
president of Macalester. He served as 
president of the Association of American 
Colleges in 1946 and president of the 
National Council of Presbyterian Men 
1948-1949. 
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N. Y. Labor Temple 
Dispute Is Settled 


New York (RNS)—Presbyterian La- 
bor Temple will move from its present 
East Side headquarters here within the 
next five months when its facilities will 
be taken over by the New York City 
Mission Society. 

The intercreedal and interracial center 
is expected to find a new location, prob- 
ably near the United Nations buildings. 

The move was announced at a meeting 
here of the Presbytery of New York, 
which voted last June to end its co- 
sponsorship of the Temple. Since it was 
founded 48 years ago, the Temple has 
been sponsored by the presbytery and the 
Presbyterian (USA) Board of National 
Missions. 

Richard E. Evans, director of the 
Temple, said the missions board will 
continue to provide the center’s main 
financial support in its new location. 

He said the Temple will continue and 
expand its intercreedal and cultural ac- 
tivities which “are needed now more than 
ever.” Most of the 10 congregations 
which have been worshipping in the 
Temple will move with it, he added. 

Dr. Evans said he was satisfied with 
the new arrangement because it “saved 
a split in the ranks of the church.” He 
emphasized there was no “bitterness on 
either side.” Earlier, he had been against 
the proposal to move the Temple to make 
room for the mission society. 

Under the new agreement the mission 
society will use the Temple’s building 
for its Broome Street Tabernacle and 
Second Evangelical Spanish church. It 
will contribute a staff and $30,000 an- 
nually to the new enterprise. The cost 
of maintaining the building will be paid 
by the Presbytery of New York. 

In a statement, the Presbyterian Board 
of National Missions said the Temple 
“will continue to stress its historic min- 
istry of bringing together peoples of di- 
versified types and backgrounds, includ- 
ing those of other faiths, to increase 
goodwill, mutual understanding and 
united action for the common good. 

“We believe this reaching out of the 
Christian Church beyond its own confes- 
sional fellowship is an adherent part of 


our active faith which has the full sanc- 
tion of the Master Spirit.” 
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A MEMORIAL with the Board of World Missions 
has been found by many members of our church to 
be a fitting way to perpetuate someone’s memory 
and to help spread the Gospel of Christ throughout 
the world. 


A permanent fund may be established on our 
books, while living or by legacy, in one’s own name 
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allowing the principal to remain intact. 
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books have been started with small amounts and 


have grown to many times their original size. 
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Kingdom around the world. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 

Daniel L. Durway, from Des Arc, Ark., 
to 4401 Woodlawn, Little Rock, Ark. 

Charles R. McCain, from Canton, Miss., 
to the First church, LaGrange, Ga. 

William R. Cameron, from Portsmouth, 
Va., to 808 Second St., Newport, Tenn. 

J. W. McGinnis, from Havelock, N. C 
to 408 Union St., Cary, N. C 

Hugh C. Hamilton, from Orlando, Fla., 
to 1104 Willow Lane, Cocoa, Fla. 

F. Clyde Pratt, of the Nevin Church, 
Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a call to 
the Gardens church, Savannah, Ga., ef- 
fective Feb. 10. 

Morris D. Warren, director of Educa- 
tional Leadership for the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of Christian Education, has 
accepted a call to the Vineville church, 
Macon, Ga., effective Mar. 1. 

Foster D. Smith, from Gastonia, N. C., 
to 110 Grace St., Oxford, N. C. 

H. Glenn Stephens, formerly of Frank- 
fort, Ky., has become asociate secretary 
of the Kentucky Council of Churches. — 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 
At Statesville, North Carolina in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Presbyterian. Dedi 
cated to the Christian education of youth. Ac 
credited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secendary Schools. High standards, excellent 
instruction, Preparation for advanced academic 
work; specific vocational training. 
@ Basic Liberal Arts 
@ Terminal Business Education 
@ Voice @ Piano @ Organ 
Informal student activities. Campus dorm for 
women, approved town residences for men. De- 
lightful climate. [Easily accessible Est. 1856 
Scholarships, work opportunities. Liberally en- 
dowed. Rate: $794. Catalog. 


Presbyterian, USA 

John Paul Jones, from Brooklyn, N. Y., 
to Ashfield, Mass. 

Navy Chaplain Paul W. Reigner, who 
suffered serious burns in a _ helicopter 
crash recently in Antarctica, is making 
good progress at the Chelsea Naval Hos- 
pital, Chelsea 50, Mass. It is expected 
that he will be there three or four months. 
He was recently promoted to the rank of 
commander. 

Daniel C. Manson, New Salem, Pa., has 
accepted a call to the Darnestown church, 
Gaithersburg, Md. 

William J. Kitto, Altoona, Pa., will be- 
come pastor in Masontown, Pa., Feb. 15. 

Jos. E. Heckel, Irwin, Pa., will become 
pastor of the Healy, Alaska, Railbelt 
Church, called “the longest church in the 
world,” extending 250 miles along the 
Alaska Railroad. 


DCEs 


Glenda Selman, of Memphis, Tenn., 
and Henry C. Owen, of South Boston, Va., 
were married Dec. 14 at the Second 
church, Roanoke, Va., where Mrs. Owen 
continues to serve as the Director of 
Christian Education. 


DEATHS 


Angus R. McQueen, 81, died in Dunn, 
N. C., Dec. 7. He was pastor of the Dunn 
church for 39 years, until he became 
pastor-emeritus in 1946. 

Mrs. A. D. Rice, missionary to China 
for many years, died Dec. 19 in Lancaster, 
Texas. 


RADIO 


The Protestant Hour network (more 
than 300 stations) will feature Samuel 
M. Shoemaker, Calvary church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., for ten weeks beginning Feb. 
2 in the Episcopal series. 

William M,. Elliott, Jr., Dallas, Texas, 
Presbyterian, U.S., Assembly’s Moderator, 
will be the network preacher April 13- 
June 15. 

Following 


these will be “United 
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SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS.... 


. maintains an outstanding faculty dedicated to 
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. individuals, not numbers. 
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accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 
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CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 
Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


North Carolina 











Lutheran, June 22-Aug. 24; Presbyterian 
USA, Ang. 31-Nov. 2; Methodist series, 
Nov. 9-Jan. 11. 


SPRUNT LECTURES 

Sprunt Lectures at Union Theological 
Seminary (Va.) Feb. 24-28 will feature 
these speakers: Claude R. Welch, Yale 
Divinity School, “The Reality of the 
Church”; Geo. A. Buttrick, Harvard Uni- 
versity, “The Christian Faith in Our 
Time’; and Bishop Rajah B. Manikam of 
the Church of South India, “Christianity 
and the Asian Revolution.” The annual 
alumni luncheon is scheduled for Tues. 
day, Feb. 25. 
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

From China: Dr. and Mrs. C. Stanley 
Smith, 47 Claremont Ave., New York 27. 

From India: Dr. and Mrs. Eugene H. 
Evans, 14725 Private Dr., E. Cleveland 12, 
Ohio; Marguerita Sandilands, 15250 21st 
St., S. W., Seattle 66, Wash. 

From Indonesia: Dr. Rolla Hoffman, 
2181 Magellan Dr., Oakland 11, Calif. 

West Africa: Gayle C. Bauland, Jr., 
1413 S. Lamar St., Oxford, Miss.; the 
Robert L. Lehmans, 14133 Sylvan St., 
Van Nuys, Calif. 
CHAPLAINS 

Harold E. Fuller, Jr., Quarters 320-A, 
Marine Corps School, Quantico, Va. 

William Robert Floyd, 151 Engineer 
Group Combat, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Robert B. Dunbar, U. S. Naval Hospital, 
San Diego, Calif. 

Donald M. Covington, Office of the 
Chaplain, Chapel 1, Fort Jackson, S. C. 

Herbert M. McCallum, Cffice of the 
Wing Chaplain, 3700 Military Training 
Wing, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, Texas. 

Paul C. Morton, U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Oakland, Calif. 


Docherty Leads TV 
Class in Washington 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNsS)—Area tel- 
evision viewers can now take a course of 
Bible studies without leaving their living 
rooms. 

The first program in a weekly series 
on the Bible was presented over WMAL 
here by American University, a Meth- 
odist institution, in cooperation with the 
National Capital Area Council of 
Churches. 

Viewers do their 
study outlines 
request. 

Six university students comprise the 
studio class. The first course on ‘The 
Message of Jesus in the Gospels” is be- 
ing taught by George M. Docherty, min- 
ister of the New York Avenue Presby- 
terian church here. 


“homework” by using 
available in advance upon 


Carolina Profes- 
sor Bernard Boyd is returning to a twice- 
weekly televised course on “Introduction 
to New Testament Literature (WUNC- 
TV) serving both credit and non-credit 
registrants. 
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Privileges of Church Membership 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for February 2, 1958 
] Peter 2:9-10; 2 Cor. 9:6-8; Galatians 6:1-5 
Hebrews 4:14-16; 10:21-35 


What are the privileges of church 
membership? It might be well for each 
of us to stop for a moment and ponder 
this question. There are privileges that 
come with membership in a Country 
Club, in a social or fraternal or athletic 
or business association. What are the 
privileges of church membership? 

No one of the New Testament writers 
sat down to answer this question as such, 
and therefore no set of passages will ex- 
haust the subject. But the passages 
chosen for our consideration suggest both 
privileges and responsibilities. 


|. According to Peter, 1 Peter 2:9-10 

Peter wrote his letter to Jewish Chris- 
tians in Asia Minor, probably from 
Rome, shortly before the Neronian per- 
secution broke against the church in all 
its fury. Yet he had no fear. In 2:6-8 
he likens the church to a building, a 
temple, but a temple not made with 
hands. This temple is built on a foun- 
dation which no man can destroy, but 
over which a man may stumble to his 
own destruction. Jesus Christ is the 
foundation on which the church is built, 
and it is composed of men and women 
who have drawn their common life from 
life and who offer to him the service of 
their lives. 

In vss. 9-10 Peter describes the church 
further as a chosen race, a royal priest- 
hood, a holy nation, God’s own people. 
All of these terms are applied in the Old 
Testament to Israel, as the chosen people. 
The privileges and responsibilities of 
Israel have now been transferred, Peter 
avers, to the church. You (emphatic) are 
a chosen race, not an exclusive race, 
based on biological considerations, as 
Peter had finally learned, but a race 
which includes men of every racial and 
national, as well as social background— 
chosen, as was Israel of old (Genesis 
12:1-3) to be a blessing and to become 
a blessing. A royal priesthood—royal 
probably means here priests in the serv- 
ice of God. Just as within Israel a spe- 
cial body of priests was chosen to do 
God's work for the benefit of the whole 
nation, so among the nations of the world 
Israel was intended to be the priestly 
nation, through whom all nations were 
to be blessed. So to mediate God has now 
become the privilege of the church. A 
holy nation, that is a people consecrated, 
set apart for the service of God. ‘“God’s 
own people” (Rsv)—a people who know 
God, who enjoy his fellowship, who par- 
take of his blessings. 

But Peter is not thinking primarily of 
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our privileges as the people of God; 
but rather of our responsibility. “lou 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, that you 
may declare the wonderful deeds of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light.” It is through no merit 
of our own (vs. 10) that we have re- 
ceived the light of God’s truth, that the 
way of life has become clear to us. It 
is our responsibility to let our light shine, 
that the darkness which threatens to en- 
velop the earth may be dispelled. 

A. N. Whitehead, the philosopher, 
once declared that “religion is what the 
individual does with his own solitari- 
ness,” as though religion were confined 
to one’s own individual relationship to 
God. Religion is indeed intensely per- 
sonal, and to that extent individual. 
And yet it is social before it is individ- 
ual, and must remain social unless it is 
to die. It is through the church that we 
learn to know God, it is through the 
church that we make him known. As 
Elmer G. Homrighausen writes in the 
Interpreter’s Bible: 

“No individual creates his religion out 
of nothing; he inherits a religion and 
either conforms to it, transforms it or 
leaves it for another. Christianity comes 
to us through the Christian community 
and without a relation to the Christian 
community our individual Christianity 
becomes either impossible or tenuous and 
incomplete. There is no disembodied 
Christianity. Jesus Christ has a body 
which is the church.” 

It is to this community, a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, the church to which we are 
privileged to belong, and through which 
we are able to serve. 


Il. According to Paul 

In 2 Corinthians 8-9 Paul is pleading 
with the Corinthian Christians to give 
liberally to the great benevolent enter- 
prise which he is promoting. One reason 
among many which he advances is that 
the giver himself will be blessed in pro- 
portion to his generosity. He will be 
blessed in accordance with the law of the 
harvest, says Paul: “He who sows spar- 
ingly will also reap sparingly and he who 
sows bountifully will also reap bounti- 
fully.” The harvest is reaped through 
life, but finally in the great day of 
judgment. In a sense then giving through 
the church is a wise investment. It is 
not the highest motive to which Paul 
appeals in this particular verse, yet we 
need not blink the fact that the universe 
pays rich dividends to the man who 
invests in spiritual good. 


If a man is to sow profitably, Paul 
continues, he should give as he has pur- 
posed in his heart, that is, as he has 
deliberately chosen in advance to do. 
It should not be impulsive or spasmodic, 
merely because his emotions have been 
stirred. He should think it over and 
decide deliberately what he thinks he 
ought to give. He should not give grudg- 
ingly or of necessity. Such giving does 
not have much value, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

Paul seems to suggest that there will 
also be certain material returns (vs. 8). 
He does not promise that if we give, say 
a tenth, God will bless us with pros- 
perity; that is certainly not the case. He 
does say that if we give liberally, accord- 
ing to our means, we shall find that we 
“always have enough of everything.” But 
enough is an elastic word, and God can 
give it to us in two ways: first, by bring- 
ing up our possessions to the level of 
our desires; and second, by bringing cur 
desires down to the level of our posses- 
sions. This is not to play with words. 
A man who gives to others learns to need 
less for himself. And it is better to have 
contentment with little than riches with- 
out contentment. Not only does Paul say 
that those who give will have enough for 
themselves, but that they will have some- 
thing over and above that they may con- 
tinue to give to others. To put it in a 
word, bounty does not necessarily pay 
great material dividends, but it is not 
ruinous even in a material sense, and its 
spiritual fruits are not to be measured. 
He who scatters abroad and gives to the 
poor, his righteousness endures forever. 

In the church we have the privilege of 
giving to causes which in return pay 
dividends for time and eternity. 

In Galatians 5 Paul points out that 
the Christian life is a life of faith work- 
ing through love, a life in which the 
fruits of the Spirit are manifest—love, 
joy, peace and the like (Gal. 5:22-23). 

As a practical man, however, he rec- 
ognizes that some of those who purpose 
to live by the Spirit will stumble and 
fall. And so he reminds Christians of 
their mutual responsibility. “Brethren,” 
he says, “if a man is overtaken in any 
trespass. . .” The word “overtaken” here 
does not mean if he is caught or detected 
in a trespass; it is the trespass, rather, 
that overtakes him—it may be before he 
is aware. The phrase reminds us how 
easy it is for any man to slip up, and 
get out of step with the Spirit. “If a man 
is overtaken in any trespass, you who are 
spiritual (i.e., living by the Spirit) re- 
store him (a medical term meaning re- 
pair, or restore; the term suggests 
patience and continued effort) in a snirit 
of gentleness.” We cannot really help 
or heal or repair or restore in any other 
spirit. As Dr. Blackwelder comments: 
“The severe, the sharp-tongued, the sus- 
picious, the brittle, the irritable only 
make healing more difficult.” 
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The fact that others slip should re- 
mind us that we may also slip. There- 
fore even while we seek to restore those 
who have fallen, we should look to our- 
selves, lest we too be tempted. 

In vs. 2 Paul says, “Bear one an- 
other’s burdens.” In vs. 5 he says: “each 
man will have to bear his own load” or 
burden. There is no contradiction. Each 
of us can and must help our neighbors 
in their burden-bearing; at the same time 
each of us has a burden from which he 
cannot wholly escape and for which he 
himself is finally responsible. It is the 
man who knows that he has a burden of 
his own who is willing to bear his fel- 
low’s burden, and the man who helps his 
neighbor with his burden is the one who 
finds his own burden easier to bear. 

As Lyman Abbott once wrote: 

“The way to lighten our own burden 
is to take on someone else’s burden. The 
way to get comfort in our sorrow is to 
give comfort to others in their sorrow. 
Self-pity is always perilous. There is a 
selfishness in sorrow: let us beware of it. 
. .. In solving others’ problems we solve 
our own: in caring for the trouble of 
others we forget our own.” 

Vs. 3 implies that unwillingness to 
share another’s burden is due to con- 
ceit. Conceiving ourselves without fault 
we have no sympathy with those whose 
fault is evident and refuse to make their 
shortcomings any concern of ours. The 
glorying or pride of such a man comes 
from comparing himself with his neigh- 
bor whom he outstrips in this respect or 
that, rather than what he himself might 
be in Christ. If a man tests his own 
work and honestly feels it to be good he 
may he pleased, but he must not com- 
pare it with his neighbor’s success or 
failure in such a way as to be provoked 
either to jealousy or self-pride. “For 
each man,” says Paul, “will have to bear 
his own load”—not only of sorrow, but 
also of failure and sin. 


The church affords us the privilege of 
sharing our mutual burdens. 


ll. According to “Hebrews” 

In all ancient religions and particu- 
larly in Judaism a priest was one who 
mediated between God and man. In 
Heb. 4:14-16 the author sets forth the 
qualifications of Jesus as our great High 
Priest, great in comparison with the Old 
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Testament priests, great, infinitely so in 
comparison with all others who claim to 
be priests, the only priest who can truly 
mediate between God and man. 

1. He is the Son of God. All others 
who have claimed to be priests are hu- 
man. Christ alone is divine. 


2. He has passed through the heavens. 
The plural is based on the belief that 
there were seven heavens, each reserved 
for special groups. On the day of Atone- 
ment, after the proper sacrifices had been 
made, the High Priest passed through 
the veil into the Holy of Holies, where 
no other was allowed to venture and 
where God himself was supposed to re- 
side. The point here is that Jesus had 
come into the very presence of God. We 
speak of the Iron Curtain that conceals 
Eastern Europe from the knowledge of 
the West. So God at times seems to be 
behind a veil. The heavens shut him off 
from our gaze. But Jesus has penetrated 
every barrier. He and he alone has 
bridged the gulf between heaven and 


earth and come into the very presence of 
God. 


3. He has sympathy for our weakness. 
The Greek verb expresses not simply the 
compassion of one who regards weakness 
or infirmity or suffering from without, 
but the feeling of one who enters into the 
experience and makes it his own. He is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, 
i.e., “the weakness which undermines our 
resistance to temptation and makes it 
difficult to hold fast to our confession. 
Moral weakness, therefore, though often 
implicated with physical weakness.” He 
sympathizes with our weakness because 
“in every respect (he) has been tempted 
as we are yet without sinning.” 

There is only one difference between 
Jesus’ temptation and ours, according 
to our writer; that is, Christ never yield- 
ed to them. “Which is a real ground for 
encouragement,” says James Moffatt, “for 
the best help is that afforded by those 
who have stood where we slip and faced 
the onset of temptation without yielding 
to it.” Or as someone else has said, he 
is not only disposed to help us from 
having shared our experiences, but also 
able to do so, from having overcome in 
like trials of his own. Everyone who 
reads these lines, everyone of those whom 
we are privileged to teach, has weak- 
nesses to which at times he succumbs. It 
helps us to know that Jesus has faced 
the same temptation, that he sympathizes 
with us in our weakness, and that he is 
able to give us the victory, if only we 
will help him. 

4. He covers our sins with his mercy 
and offers us grace for every need. These 
are the ways in which his sympathy be- 
comes effective. As Westcott savs: ‘The 
twofold aim corresponds with the two- 
fold necessity of life. Man needs mercy 
for past failure and grace for present 
and future work.” So Jesus offers us 


forgiveness (mercy) for our past sins 
and grace to help now and in every fu- 
ture time of need. “Grace to help in time 
of need”—that is the promise. The help 
comes when it is needed and not until 
then. We do well to remember that. 
Mercy and grace are available in every 
time of need, if only we give heed to the 
writer of this book and 

(1) Hold fast to our confession. To 
what confession? Primarily to our con- 
fession of Jesus as Savior and Lord. In 
other’ words, to our faith in him as 
Savior and Lord. The writer would not 
exhort his hearers to hold fast to their 
confession unless they were in danger of 
letting go. And so often we relax our 
hold on him at the very time when we 
need him most. We must hold fast to 
our faith, and 

(2) Draw near to the throne of grace. 
Draw near? How? In prayer, of course. 
We are to draw near with confidence 
(Rsv) because Jesus has opened the way, 
because he himself is on the throne and 
has sympathy for our needs. We are to 
draw near with confidence that we shall 
receive, not necessarily what we ask, but 
that we shall obtain mercy for the past, 
and find grace to help in every time of 
need. 

In 10:22-25 the author repeats these 
same two exhortations (in reverse order), 
and adds two others. 

(3) Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works. We are 
constantly stirring up one another to 
something, says J. Harry Cotton, either 
to fear, weakness, deceit, selfishness, or 
else to honor, confidence, kindness, 
strength. Our writer urges us to consider 
how to stir up one another to love and 
good works. Well how can it be done? 
In the church we have that privilege as 
nowhere else. Which brings us to the 
writer’s final exhortation. 

(4) Do not neglect to meet together 
as is the habit of some, but encourage one 
another. We all desperately need en- 
couragement. And that encouragement 
can be given and received in many ways, 
but above all in and through the church. 

D. L. Moody once urged a gentleman 
to accept Christ and join the church. 
They were seated in the man’s parlor. It 
was winter and coal was burning in the 
fireplace. The man objected that he 
could be just as good a Christian outside 
the church as in it. Moody said nothing, 
but stepped to the fireplace, took the 
tongs, picked a blazing coal from the 
fire and set it off by itself. In silence the 
two watched it smolder and go out. “I 
see,” said the man. 

In the church we have the privilege 
of drawing near to God through Christ, 
of strengthening the Christian life of 
others, and in being strengthened our- 
selves. In the fellowship of the church 
faith is born and kept alive. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the MDivi- 


sion of Education National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


The American Booksellers Association 
has recently completed the eighth quad- 
rennial presentation of American books 
to the library of the White House in 
Washington. From the 1953-1956 years 
200 titles were chosen by the committee 
of booksellers. It is interesting to note 
that seven titles under the heading of 
Religion were presented and the same 
number from Humor. Major areas cov- 
ered were: Biography and Memoirs, 42; 
History, 34; Fiction, 33. There were 17 
juveniles. 








* * * 


THE HOLY FIRE. By Robert Payne. Har- 
per and Bros., New York. 313 pp., $5. 

Although the formal separation of the 
Eastern and Western Churches did not 
occur until the eleventh century, almost 
from the beginning deep-seated differ- 
ences were evident. The Church Fathers 
of the West, especially Augustine, are 
much more familiar than the shadowy 
figures of the East, to the West’s im- 
poverishment. For Greek was the lan- 
guage of theology, and the earliest for- 
mulations of the Christian faith took 
place in a Greek environment. Today, 
however, in both Protestantism and Ro- 
man Catholicism there are signs that 
point to a revival of interest in patristics. 
Through the ecumenical movement East- 
ern Orthodoxy has begun to participate 
in the discussions among the churches, 
fresh texts and translations are coming 
from the presses, and through a new un- 
derstanding of tradition there is a desire 
to recapture the early centuries of the 
church’s life. 


Mr. Payne, a novelist, has written 
lucidly of this period. His aim is to tell 
“the story of the Fathers of the Eastern 
Church . . . as a continuing history from 
the beginning to the fall of Constanti- 
nople: a story of learned men, devoted to 
a sacred truth, walking with their heads 
held high in an enviable assurance, afraid 
of no man and in love with God.” A 
dozen such figures flash across the stage: 
Ignatius en route to Rome and martyr- 
dom, Polycarp before his accusers, Clem- 
ent and Origen in Alexandria with their 
love of learning, Athanasius repeatedly 
exiled for his faith, the three Cappado- 
cian Fathers, bound by such ties of blood 
and friendship yet so different in tem- 
perament, John Chrysostom the “golden- 
mouthed,” Dionysius the mystic, John 
of Damascus, the Aquinas of the East, 
and Gregory Palamas, who tried to do 
for his people what Francis of Assisi 
did in Western Europe. 

Formidable names, yes! But the read- 
er’s interest is caught at the outset and 
maintained throughout by a style that 
makes even theological argument read 
like a novel. Laymen will find this book 
a good introduction to a fascinating 
period of Christian history, and it should 
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send both layman and minister scurrying 

to the new translations of the Fathers 
published by Westminster Press and the 
Newman Press. They will be surprised 
to find their style no more cumbersome 
than, say, Cozzens’ By Love Possessed! 
Jas. I. McCorp. 
Austin, Texas. 


THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH, a sympo- 
sium. Augustana Press, Rock Island, Ill., 
167 pp., $3. 

Twelve eminent Lutheran scholars and 
churchmen presented the fourteen lectures 
in this volume to the Commissions on 
Theology and Liturgy of the Lutheran 
World Federation. Among the authors 
are two Swedish Bishops, three German 
theologians, one professor each from Nor- 
way, Denmark, Switzerland, and Hun- 
gary, and three from America. 

The first seven lectures deal specifically 
with the unity of the church. Part II 
interprets the Lutheran Confession ‘in 
three lectures. Part IV is an exposition 
of the theology of worship. 

Primarily this is a book for Lutherans, 
or for students especially concerned to 
know Lutheran churchmanship. As a 
work on “The Unity of the Church,” 
it suffers from the diversity of author- 
ship inherent in a symposium by authors 
representing different languages and 
cultures. But despite such limitations, 
individual lectures are illuminating for 
the reader who would understand better 
the position of Lutherans in the ecumen- 
ical movement. 

FRANK H. CaLpWELL. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Twelve Who Were Chosen. William P. 
Barker. Fleming H. Revell, Westwood, 
N. J. $2. 

The Authority of Scripture. J. K. S. Reid. 





Harper & Bros., N. Y. $4.50. 

Melanchthon: The Quiet Reformer. Clyde 
Manschreck. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
$6. 

Ethies and United States Foreign Policy. 
Ernest Lefever. Meridian Books, N. Y. $1.25. 

A. P. Hill: Lee’s Forgotten General. Wil- 
liam Woods Hassler. Garrett & Massie, 
Inc., Richmond, Va. $3.95. 

The Healings of the Bible. Compiled by 
Nellie B. Woods. Hawthorn Books, Inc., 
N. Y. $2.50. 

Thinking Samaritan. William Charles 
Cravner. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

A Manifesto. Mary Eve Porlas. Vantage 
Press, N. Y. $2.75. 

Songs of the Soul. Howard W. Van Epps. 
Vantage Press, N. Y. $3. 

Religious Cooperation in State Univer- 
sities: An Historical Sketch. Seymour A. 
Smith. U. of Michigan, Ann Arbor. $1, 
paper. 
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WHO GOES THERE? 
What and Where is God? 


In this new book, the author of Horns 
and Halos in Human Nature and Ride 
the Wild Horses! squarely meets the 
most searching questions ever asked about 
God. Cutting through religious externals 
and our primitive loyalties, Dr. Hamilton 
points the way to a mature faith for these 
soul-shaking times. $2.50 


em At your bookstere 
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A new interpretation of the development 
of Christianity—based on the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and other recent discoveries 


THE FIRST CHRISTIAN 


A STUDY OF ST. PAUL AND CHRISTIAN ORIGINS 


By A. POWELL DAVIES 
Author of The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolis 








Biblical scholarship has progressed tremen- 
dously in the last few years —due to new 
archeological and documentary findings — 
drastically revising our suppositions about the 
origins of Christianity. Here, for the first time, 
these revised ideas are presented for the general 
reader, incorporating all the latest evidence in 
a logical and historically probable interpreta- 
tion of how the Judaic faith developed into a 
Gentile Christian one. 


$4.50, now at your bookstore 
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Mary Baldwin College 


the oldest college for women continuously 
related to the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


Offers a variety of programs of competitive scholarships and student aid, partic- 
ularly for outstanding students from Presbyterian homes. 


Competitive Scholarships 


Four awards of up to $4,000 each for four years at Mary Baldwin, and four awards of up to 
$2,000 each for four years. Applicants should take the College Entrance Examination Board 
Scholastic Aptitude and Achievement tests by March of their senior year. Selection of winners 
is based upon merit, and includes secondary school record, school and community activities and 
excellence of character, as well as College Board test scores. The financial worth of the scholar- 
ship is based upon the financial need of the recipient and her family, and ranges from an honor- 
ary award without stipend to the maximum for each scholarship. 


Grants-in-Aid 


Available to any student admitted to the college; daughters of Presbyterian ministers are 
given special consideration. 


Presbyterian Scholarships 


Mary Baldwin will match the amount of t'e stipend received by winners of the Presbyterian 
Scholarship Contest, if additional funds are needed. 


Self-Employment 
A number of campus jobs are available for the student who wishes to help pay her own way 
through Mary Baldwin. 


Loans 


Mary Baldwin encourages the use of the Student Loan Fund as a financial aid to a Mary 
Baldwin education. Interest is charged, at a small rate, after graduation. 


Scholarship applications should be received February 10. 
For additional information write or call: 


Director of Admissions 
Mary Baldwin College 
Staunton, Virginia 
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